ENSP 111: International Environmental Seminar

Syllabus, Summer 2007: Nicaragua

The International Environmental Seminar enables students to gain an appreciation of the ecological and social aspects of environmental issues through an intense immersion experience in a developing country. Students will explore aspects of sustainable development and environmental justice within a specific national context. In general, discussion topics will include tropical ecology, the politics of land use, the effects of conflict on environmental systems, and the interaction between economic development and sustainability. 

Course Objectives:  This seminar is designed as an immersive experience, helping students to appreciate the complexity and importance of environmental and social issues in a developing country where resources, regulatory strategies, human needs, and ecosystem functionality all differ significantly from those in the United States. Through participatory activities; group sessions; discussions with decision-makers, activists, and those with less of a voice; service learning; and critical self-reflection, students will exercise their ability to integrate complex and often conflicting information. They will learn to analyze the long-term effects of policies in a nation very different from the United States, as well as assess the effects of US foreign policy on individuals and ecosystems in less developed nations. Through numerous interactions with people from backgrounds unlike their own, students will improve their understanding of the diversity of global experiences and opportunities, as well as the ethical issues that arise in a globalizing world. Students will learn to examine environmental and social issues in relation to nationality, race, ethnicity, gender, and culture, and to assess how these relationships affect ecological and social outcomes.

Academic Dishonesty: using someone else's ideas without citation, or using their words without quotation marks is academic dishonesty. Any form of academic dishonesty will be treated harshly by the professor, resulting in at the least a 0 on the assignment, and possibly a failing grade for the class. All incidents of suspected academic dishonesty must be reported to the dean. For more information on academic dishonesty and how to avoid  it, please see the plagiarism links on the FYS web page:

(http://www.drake.edu/dc/fysstudentpage.html). 

Readings: Texts in this course will be:

In Focus Nicaragua: A Guide to the People, Politics and Culture; Hazel Plunkett

The Jaguar Smile; A Nicaraguan Journey; Salmon Rushdie

Course Reader developed by the Center for Global Education
Readings will be due on the day they are listed below.

Papers: There will be three “response papers” which will deal with the readings. They will be three to five pages each. In those papers, I will want you to 

· Identify the main theme/topic(s) of the articles or book

· Discuss your response to the claims made by the author(s). How do you engage their arguments? What external evidence can you provide to support or refute their claims?

· Can you identify 1-2 questions that come up for you that you would like to explore further on the trip? How would you try to answer these questions?

There will also be an “op-ed” piece due when we return from Nicaragua. This should be a 500-word letter to the editor or opinion piece discussing an aspect of our trip. You will need to submit your piece to a newspaper or magazine of your choice, though it does not need to be accepted.

In-Country Journal: You will need to keep a daily journal during the course of the seminar in which you will record your observations, thoughts, responses, and critical analysis of what you are experiencing. It is recommended that you type your work upon your return, but if you write legibly you can hand in your work directly. See handout for suggestions and guidelines. This is the main written assignment for the course, and I will be looking for analysis and synthesis, rather than simply a stream-of-consciousness explanation of what we did.

Participation: The pre-trip meetings will include discussions of the readings and activites that we do in order to think more clearly about culture shock, white privilege, and so on that you will need to deal with when you get to Nicaragua, as well as discussions on the issues that the country is facing. During the trip, we will have numerous opportunities to meet with Nicaraguans from all walks of life, and also large group “reflection” sessions where we will discuss our observations. Your active participation in these discussions and activities is necessary for you to gain the full benefits of the course, and will be assessed and graded accordingly.

Grading: 

· Three response papers: 20%

· Attendance and participation, pre-trip: 10%

· Participation in program schedule during trip: 25%

· Daily Journal during Travel Seminar: 35%

· Editorial: 10%

Dates and Meetings

(Note: meeting dates and times are subject to change)

Pre-travel meetings (7-9 pm on date listed):
March 12: Organizational meeting. Discuss passports, vaccinations, syllabus, course requirements.

March 26: Historical Background and Current Issues

Read: Course packet: Intro; In Focus, Nicaragua

April 9: Cultural, Religious, and Human Rights Issues

Read: Course packet: Central America; The Jaguar Smile

April 23: Border Identities and Final Trip Preparation

Read: Course packet: Nicaragua; 3 2007 newspaper/magazine articles

Travel Schedule

May 13: Flight to Managua

May 14: History of Nicaragua; Ministry of the Environment; National Council on Sustainable Development

Reflection #1: Initial Impressions/Concerns

May 15: Travel to Estelí; Union of Agricultural Cooperatives; Miraflor Nature Reserve Area; New Dawn Women’s Cooperative; Stay with host family

May 16: Hike and tour of organic coffee cooperative; Miraflor Health Center; Coffee cupping; Stay with host family

May 17: Travel to Managua; Meso-American Information Service on Sustainable Agriculture; Rio San Juan preparation discussion

Reflection #2: What Does Globalization Mean in Nicaragua?

May 18: Travel to San Carlos; Tour Esperanza Verde Nature Reserve; Rayitos del Sol (local environmental NGO); Travel to Bartola Nature Reserve

May 19: Hike in rainforest; Swimming; Refugia Bartola owner

May 20: Travel to El Castillo; Tour El Castillo; Wildlife management women’s group; Travel to Los Guatuzos

Reflection #3: Nature, Land Restriction, and Development

May 21: Tour of nature reserve; Terre des Homme; Travel to San Carlos

May 22: Travel to Managua; Huembes market; Biology students from National Autonomous University

May 23: US Embassy; PRONICARAGUA (investment promotion agency); FENACOOP (Agricultural cooperative representative); Codice art and craft market

May 24: Centro Humboldt (advocacy organization); National Free Trade Zone Commission; Center for Development of Central America (cooperative free trade zone)

Reflection #4: Opportunities, Challenges, and Ethics of Globalization for Nicaragua

May 25: Masaya Volcano; Laguna de Apoyo

May 26: Return to US

