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Education

Ph.D. 

 
New York University Department of Politics

2001

Public Law, Political Theory, Comparative Politics

Dissertation: “The Politics of Recognition: What Matters

In the Determination of Tribal Identity?”

Dissertation Chair: Professor Christine Harrington

Honored:  “2001 Outstanding Dissertation in the Field of 

Race, Ethnicity, and Politics” Race, Ethnicity, and 

Politics Section of the American Political Science 

Association





2002

M.Phil.


New York University Department of Politics

1999




Thesis:  “American Indian Legal Activism: Sovereignty,




Not Multiculturalism”

B.A.  


Bard College  




Political Science Major




1994

Thesis: “The Status of Politics and the Politics of Status: 

The Puerto Rican Independence Party”

Previous Positions

Assistant Professor of Political Science, and Pre-Law Advisor, tenure-track appointment, California State University at Long Beach, 2001 – 2005.

Courses Taught and In Preparation

Law and Social Change




Race, Law, and Politics 

The Law and Politics of What you Drink


Food, Law, and Politics

Reproductive Rights: Beyond the Abortion Debate
American Indian Law and Politics

Introduction to A
merican Politics



Practices of Lawyering: Moot Court

Constitutional Law, Rights and Powers


Modern Legal Systems

Your Life in the Law: Narrative Approaches to Law, Politics, and Society

The Post-Realist Reconstruction in American Legal Consciousness


Graduate Seminar in Public Law and American Politics

Peer-Reviewed Publications


2006
“Those Pequots Don’t Look Indian!  The Common Sense of Anti-Indian Racism: 

Public Perceptions of the Tribal Acknowledgment Process as Seen Through the

 

Lens of Indian Gaming,” 31 Law & Social Inquiry 2.

2005
Cash, Color, and Colonialism: The Politics of Tribal Acknowledgment, Norman: 

University of Oklahoma Press.


2005
“Perceptions of the Process:  The Indian Gaming Regulatory Act as it Affects 

Federal Tribal Acknowledgment Law and Practice,”  27 Law & Policy 

Review 4 (October 2005).

Book Reviews

2007
“Compromise Among Sovereigns: A Review of Rand and Light,” forthcoming, Review of Politics book review section.


2007
“Forgotten Tribes,” forthcoming, American Studies book review section.


2005
“International Law and Indigenous Rights: A Review of Anaya,” Law and Politics 

Book Review an on-line publication of the Law and Courts Section of the American 

Political Science Association

2004
“Intercultural Dispute Resolution in Aboriginal Contexts,” Law and Politics Book 

Review an on-line publication of the Law and Courts Section of the American 

Political Science Association

2002
“Renegade Lawyer,” Law and Politics Book Review an on-line publication of the 

Law and Courts Section of the American Political Science Association
Conference Presentations and Organizing

2006
“Catching Babies and Catching Hell,” Midwest Law and Society Association 

Retreat, Madison, WI, September 17 – 18.

2005
Section Chair, Judicial Law and Politics Section, Western Political Science 

Association

2004
“Roundtable on Indian Gaming,” American Political Science Association Annual 

Meeting, Chicago, IL, September 1 – 4.

2004
“The State of Tribal-State Relations How Can Scholars Evaluate “Successful 

Partnerships” in this Under-Studied Arena?” Western Political Science Association 

Annual Meeting, Portland, OR, March 10 – 14.


2003
“Policy Entrepreneurship and Political Pressure: State Attorneys General at the 

Intersection of Law and Politics,” Law and Society Association Annual Meeting, 

Pittsburgh, PA, June 1 – 3, 2003.

2003
“Those Pequots Don’t Look Indian: Public Perceptions of the Tribal 

Acknowledgment Process as Seen Through the Lens of Indian Gaming,” Law and 

Society Association Annual Meeting, Pittsburgh, PA, June 1 – 3, 2003.


2003
“State Attorney Generals: Developing Legal Practices in Relationship to Political 


Lawyering,” Western Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Denver, CO, 

March 20 – 23.


2002
“Challenging the Myths of Discovery and Dependence,” Joint Meetings of the Law 

and Society Association and the Canadian Law and Society Associations, 

Vancouver, BC, May 30 – June 2, 2002.


2002
Panel Organizer, “The Cultural Arms of Law: Reaching ‘Backwards’ To Myth and 

Origin,” Joint Meetings of the Law and Society Association and the Canadian Law 

and Society Associations, Vancouver, BC, May 30 – June 2, 2002.


2002
Discussant, “Social Complexity, Internormativity, and Legal Pluralism,” Joint

 Meetings of the Law and Society Association and the Canadian Law and Society 

Associations, Vancouver, BC, May 30 – June 2, 2002.


2002
“Statutory Intersections on the Road to Tribal Status,” Western Political Science 

Association Annual Meeting, Long Beach, CA, March 21 – 24, 2002.

2001
“Myths About Acknowledgment,” World Gaming Congress, Las Vegas, NV, 

October 16, 2001.  Invited Keynote Panelist.

2000 “Federal Acknowledgment of Indian Tribes: Law and the Reconstruction of Tribal Identity”, American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Washington DC, August 29- September 3, 2000.

2000
 “Using the Federal Acknowledgment Project to Construct a Counter-Hegemonic  

 Discourse of Tribalism”, Annual Meeting of the Law and Society Association,                    

 Miami Beach, May 29 – June 1, 2000.

2000 “Moving Beyond Cultural Critiques: A Counter-Hegemonic Construction of Tribes”, 

Third Annual Meeting of the Law, Culture, and Humanities  Working Group. Georgetown Law Center, March 14, 2000. 

Honors, Grants and Awards

2005

Recipient, Scholarly and Creative Activities Summer Stipend, 

California State University at Long Beach


2004


Recipient, Scholarly and Creative Activities Grant, California State 

University at Long Beach


2003


Lanaan Fellowship Recipient, in residence at the Newberry 

Library’s D’Arcy McNickle Center, summer seminar on “American 

Political Activism Before World War II”


2003


Recipient, Scholarly and Creative Activities Assigned Time Grant, 

California State University at Long Beach


2002


Awarded: “Best Dissertation of 2001 in the Field of Race, 

Ethnicity, and Politics” from the Race, Ethnicity and Politics 

Section of the American Political Science Association


2000 – 2001

Recipient, The Bradley Foundation Fellowship 

1995 - 2000

Recipient, Henry Mitchell McCracken Fellowship, New York 

University


1999


Selected participant, Law & Society Association Graduate Student 

Workshop, preceding the 1999 Annual Meeting of the Law & 

Society Association, Chicago, IL, May 27 - 31


1998


Recipient, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences Dean’s





Pre-Dissertation Research Grant for preliminary dissertation

field research 

Advising and Mentoring


2006-2007

Faculty Advisor, Drake Capoeira Club

Professional Service


2007


Anonymous Manuscript Reviewer, Law & Policy

2006 Anonymous Manuscript Reviewer, University of Oklahoma Press

2004 - 2005

Program Committee, Western Political Science Association 

Annual Meeting, Judicial Politics Section Chair


2004


Chair, Committee on Membership, Attendance, and Registration 

Western Political Science Association

2003 - 2004

Anonymous Manuscript Reviewer, Law & Society Review

2002 – 2004

Member: Committee on Membership, Attendance, and 

Registration Western Political Science Association

2002


Authored Video User’s Guide and Instructors Guide for use with 

Keeping the Republic, an introductory American Government 

textbook then-published by Houghton-Mifflin.


University Service


2006-2007

Member of Law, Politics, and Society Curriculum Committee, 

Drake University


2006-2007

Member of Law, Politics, and Society Advisory Board


2005


Member, University Program Review Committee, California State 

University at Long Beach


2004


Presented workshop on “Balance is Impossible! Integrity is Not” 

for Faculty Mentoring Workshop, California State University at Long Beach

2003 Presented workshop on “Teaching as Reciprocity” for the General 

Education Summer Institute, California State University at Long 

Beach 


2002


Member: Ad Hoc College of Liberal Arts Committee to Change 

RTP Recommendations to Policy
2001 – 2002

Member: Dean’s Ad Hoc Committee on 9-11, California State 

University at Long Beach
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