school notes | A Supplement from Drake’s Six Colleges and Schools

College
of Arts &
Science
Joseph Lenz, Dean
www.drake.edu/as

After my walkabout as interim provost,
I’m back! I return to the college with a
much deeper appreciation for the
University. After 34 years at Drake, I
thought I knew the campus pretty well,
but the provost’s perch provided a
broader perspective and more informed
understanding of the talent, effort, and
dedication needed from our staff,
faculty, and administrators to make
Drake the very special place that it is. It
was also a privilege having a front row
seat for President Martin’s inaugural
year. His enthusiasm and ambition for
the University are contagious and
inspiring. Similarly, over the past six
months I have gotten to know Sue
Mattison, our new provost. She is
grounded, curious, genuine, humane,
and, like President Martin, attuned to the
potential of this University. Thus, I come
back not only better informed but
convinced that the best for Drake is
yet to come.
Deputy Provost Summerville
Keith Summerville did an outstanding
job this past year as interim dean of the
college. His many accomplishments
include developing a continuous
improvement plan for the dean’s office;
successfully collaborating with search
committees to expand efforts to diversify
the faculty; exceeding college enrollment
targets; reinvigorating the college’s
National Advisory Council; and securing
donor support for a variety of projects
across the college. A&S will leverage
the important momentum and continue
these initiatives as Keith moves over
to Old Main in his new position as
deputy provost.
Onward Israel
Jackie Heymann, senior politics and
sociology major, was accepted to
participate in Onward Israel’s Diversity
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and Pluralism program. This summer
Jackie interned with two organizations in
South Tel Aviv, Israel. In the morning, she
assisted in a summer camp for children
of refugees and asylum seekers, primarily
from Eritrea. In the afternoon, she
interned with the African Refugee
Development Center as a higher
education case worker to assist asylum
seekers who wish to pursue a post-secondary education. When she returned to
Drake this fall, she did so as a NASPA
(National Association of Student
Personnel Administrators) Undergraduate Fellow, working under the mentorship
of Melissa Sturm-Smith, associate
provost for academic excellence and
student success.
Neurosurgery Internship
Alec Wieker and Joe Herba, junior
biochemistry, cell, and molecular biology
majors, participated in a six-week
summer internship in neurosurgery and
neuroanatomy at Boston University
School of Medicine. Wieker and Herba
are being hosted by Dr. James Holsapple,
as’80, who is the chief of neurosurgery
at Boston University. Their time in Boston
was divided between clinical experience
in the hospital and a research component
in the Department of Neuroscience. The
internship was facilitated by Professor
of Psychology Brian Sanders and Interim
Dean Keith Summerville and was
supported by the Office of the Provost.
Other Summer “Vacations”
Nya Makaza, junior biochemistry, cell,
and molecular biology and rhetoric
media and social change double major,
completed a summer internship with
the Middleton Center for Children’s
Rights at Drake.
Sirena Olivan, sophomore sociology
major, served in the Des Moines Public
Allies Summer Program.

Seven A&S students participated in
the Drake University Summer Research
program, conducting research under the
mentorship of faculty members. Those
students were Amanda Muir (biology
and psychology), Dheeraj Pulyala
(chemistry), Hayley Petras (chemistry),
Katrina Sletten (physics and astronomy),
Kathryn Carano (psychology), Kelsey
Panfil (psychology), and Sufyan
Hamouda (biology).
Fulbrights Abroad
May graduates Emily Enquist and Taylor
Donaldson were selected as Fulbright
Scholars for 2016–2017. Enquist, an
international business major with a minor
in anthropology, will be teaching in
Bulgaria. Donaldson, a religion and law,
politics, and society major with a
concentration in women’s and gender
studies, will be teaching in Morocco.
She also studied in Morocco during her
semester abroad in her junior year.
Elizabeth Robertson, associate
professor of English, recently was
selected as the recipient of a Fulbright
U.S. Scholar Grant. Robertson will be
teaching English in Burkina Faso for
the 2016¬2017 academic year at the
Universite de Ouagadougou. She will be
teaching courses in 19th- and 20th-century British literature and American
literature. She plans on using the
opportunity to continue writing nonfiction essays based on her own travels
to colonial sites. Professor Robertson
previously held a Fulbright to teach in
Benin, which shares a border with
Burkina Faso.
Exit, Stage Right
William S.E. “Doc” Coleman was one of
the Drake Department of Theatre Arts’
most longstanding and beloved faculty
members, serving the University from
1966 until his retirement in 2002. This
past June, Drake dedicated the William
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Administration
S.E. Coleman Studio Theatre, formerly
known as Studio 55 and Studio Theatre,
in honor of the professor who changed so
many lives. Nearly 250 former students
donated more than $60,000 to renovate
the space in honor of Doc, who died on
July 8, 2015.
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Terri Vaughan, Dean
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The College of Business and Public
Administration and I are looking forward
to another exciting year, with new
faculty, programs, and students. Mark
your calendar for next year’s Drake
Relays (April 26–29), when we will once
again host events for our CBPA alumni
and students. In the meantime, here’s a
brief overview of some of our activities
Curriculum Revamp
New technologies, globalization, and
constant innovation are changing the
world of business. It is not enough for our
graduates to be proficient in their chosen
fields. They must be effective communicators, strategic problem solvers, ethical
stewards, and global and multicultural
citizens. Our curriculum has long
fostered these traits, but enhancements
this fall will strengthen it even more.
Thanks to a generous donation from
Dave Schulte, bn’83, we have a new
Business Communications Center, which
will ensure our students have strong
business writing and presentation skills
when they graduate. Other changes
include new courses that will develop
data-driven, strategic problem-solving
skills; increased focus on experiential
learning; and continued growth in
international opportunities for students.
Keeping the Peace
Tara Ely, current MPA student, was
chosen to join the “48 Hours as a
Diplomat” peace-building workshop
organized by the Rotary International
France-USA Inter-Country Committee.
Five students from France and five
students from the United States are
selected and given 48 hours to draft an
innovative solution to prevent threats to
peace within the context of “safeguarding cultural heritage as a tool for peace
building.” In support of their efforts,

students will participate in discussion
and feedback sessions with mentors and
professionals on various aspects of diplomacy. The workshop will be held in Paris
September 29–October 2.
Launching Dreams
Our third Lorentzen Hatchery cohort is
hard at it, ramping up new ventures.
FlippedArt had a successful pop-up at
the Des Moines Arts Festival and got
some nice TV coverage. They will roll out
their mobile maker studio shortly.
SeecLive hosted a tent at the 80/35
music festival as they build their mobile
guide to cool happenings in art, culture,
and music. AceShakers flew to Florida to
meet with Kevin Harrington, an original
shark from the popular TV show Shark
Tank, and other entrepreneurs for advice
on marketing their innovative liner bottle
for protein shakes.
MBA for the Future
Our newly designed MBA program,
begun this fall, has four distinctive
features. (1) It combines online delivery
with face-to-face classroom engagement
in a hybrid experience, providing both
flexibility and personal engagement with
faculty. (2) It places particular emphasis
on data-driven leadership in response to
increased demand for strategic use of
data in a business context. (3) It offers
real-world learning experiences,
implemented through a core project
management course that involves
students in solving real problems for
business and nonprofit organizations.
(4) It allows students to personalize their
degree by selecting an area of specialization targeted to their career goals.
African Visionaries
This summer, we were pleased to host 25
of Africa’s brightest emerging leaders for
a six-week academic and leadership
institute sponsored by the U.S. Depart-
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ment of State. The Mandela Fellows are
young professionals between the ages 25
and 35 who were selected to participate
in the Mandela Washington Fellowship
for Young African Leaders, the flagship
program of President Obama’s Young
African Leaders Initiative.
Drake’s institute focused on business
and entrepreneurship, catering to fellows
aspiring to become leaders in the private
sector or to start their own business
ventures in Africa. The Drake cohort was
part of a larger group of 1,000 Mandela
Washington Fellows hosted at 36
institutions across the United States in
academic tracks that included business
and entrepreneurship, public management, civic leadership, and energy.
Teamwork
Each spring, a variety of student Our
undergraduate finance students won the
state CFA Investment Institute Research
Challenge, beating five graduate and
undergraduate teams from four schools.
Drake’s Enactus team traveled to
Arkansas to present the results of their
entrepreneurial service projects, and
they were selected as one of the Regional
Championship Teams.
Marketing students won a competition sponsored by The Principal Financial
Group.
Murphy Cup: Yahoo!
Drake CBPA and Creighton Heider
College of Business joined forces for the
third annual Murphy Cup Marketing
Competition. Working on a real-world
problem for client Yahoo!, students were
joined by faculty and administrators from
both schools as well as representatives
from the technology company, who
participated throughout the weekend in
various capacities. Each team was made
up of students from both Drake and
Creighton, a fun change from typical
student competitions.

016

blue | school notes

Top Young Entrepreneur
Drake alumna Kelsi Ziemann was
honored as one of the state’s top young
entrepreneurs during the John Pappajohn
Student Entrepreneurial Venture
Competition. Ziemann graduated in
December 2015 with degrees in marketing and entrepreneurship.
Thanks, Travelers!
Unfortunately, we missed the annual
Travelers-sponsored actuarial science
case competition because it conflicted
with an on-campus recruiting event. (We
won it the previous year!) Instead,
Travelers came to Drake, and 45 CBPA
actuarial science and data analytics
students were able to work on a realistic
actuarial problem using teamwork,
communication, research, and analytics
skills in an event organized by Travelers
actuaries.
Bulldogs Breaking Records
According to the AfterCollege Career
Insights Survey, the national average for
college students having a job by
graduation is less than 50 percent. Our
May 2016 graduating class surpassed all
previous records, with 84 percent of
students placed by graduation. While
laudable, our goal continues to be
placement for every student by the time
they walk xout our door.
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Renee Lenz, Dean
www.drake.edu/as

The fall semester has already been
productive for our faculty, staff, and
students. We continue to make
significant progress as we focus on our
mission of education, service, and
scholarship. Over the past few months,
new faculty have joined the college, new
and renovated facilities are taking shape,
the first OTD students have transitioned
into our college, and a number of our
faculty and students have been
recognized for their outstanding
leadership. We look forward to the
future successes of our students, faculty,
staff, and alumni and their work toward
our vision of being a diverse community
of learners leading the way to a healthy
world.
Inaugural OTD Class
The first 26 Occupational Therapy
Doctorate students have begun the
second term of their three-year,
year-round program. Nearly half (46
percent) of the students are from Iowa
and primarily female (92 percent). All
possess a bachelor’s degree, with 20
different institutions represented. The
students have already made an impact in
the community with visits to Easter Seals
and work with Mosaic, an organization
serving people with intellectual disabilities.
Opioid Abuse, Heroin Addiction
While prescription drugs are important
for patients with acute or chronic pain,
the increase in usage of medications like
opioids have led to abuse, addiction, and
overdose, which has created a serious
public health issue. CPHS faculty
partnered with the Iowa-based U.S.
Attorneys offices as well as the governor’s office to host more than 80
professionals for an Aug. 2 summit to
discuss the opioid abuse and heroin
addiction, prevention, treatment, and

recovery strategies. An evening community forum was held to educate and
inform the public.
Tour for Diversity
Andrea Prince-Gomez, a P3 from
Ferguson, Mo., has been accepted to the
Tour for Diversity in Medicine, a program
that advocates for students from
underrepresented populations to join
healthcare fields. Gomez-Prince was the
only pharmacy student selected.
IPA Leadership Award
Elizabeth Bald, a P4 from Freeport, Ill.,
received the Iowa Pharmacy Association’s 2016 Karbeling Leadership Award.
In tribute to the service provided by the
late Jerry Karbeling, the award recognizes two student pharmacists (one from
Drake University and one from the
University of Iowa) for their contributions to professional organizations and
the political process.
Welcome, New Faculty!
Steven S. Bowen, Assistant Professor
of Occupational Therapy—Bowen earned
his OTD at Creighton University and BS
in health promotion from Brigham Young
University. His clinical practice experience is in the area of older adults. He has
been a laboratory instructor/teaching
assistant in the Occupational Therapy
with Elders courses, and an adjunct
instructor in the Disability and HealthCare Policy course content. Bowen has
also served as the lobbyist for the
Nebraska Occupational Therapy
Association.
Megan Brady, Assistant Professor of
Health Sciences and Director of Health
Sciences Experiential—Brady has an EdD
from the University of Northern Iowa, a
MPE from Idaho State University and a
BA in health, physical education, and
recreation from Briar Cliff College.
Megan has served as a preceptor in

UNI’s CAATE-approved undergraduate
athletic training program for the past
14 years and received their Preceptor of
the Year award three times since 2008.
Her doctoral project studies the validity
and reliability of an artificial knee as
a teaching model to enhance student
ability to detect various degrees of
ACL injury.
Jon Hurdelbrink, Assistant Professor of
Health Sciences—Health Economics
Hurdelbrink’s academic training includes
a PhD in economics from the University
of New Hampshire, an MA in economics
from the University of New Hampshire,
and a BS in economics. His teaching and
research interests include health
economics, environmental economics,
applied econometrics, and public
economics. While completing his
graduate studies, Hurdelbrink also
completed a teaching certificate.
Molly Wuebker, Assistant Professor,
Occupational Therapy and OTD Academic
Fieldwork Coordinator—Wuebker
received her OTD and BS in Health
Sciences from Creighton University.
Since 2013 Wuebker has been a clinician
and administrator at Courage League
Sports. Her clinical background is in
school-based and developmentally based
occupational therapy with a pediatrics
focus. While at Courage League Sports,
she served the college as a health
sciences preceptor.
Health-System Pharmacist
of the Year, Vol. 1
Associate Professor of Pharmacy
Practice Erik Maki was introduced as the
Iowa Pharmacy Association’s Health
System Pharmacist of the Year! Maki
specializes in the area of internal
medicine and is a clinical specialist at
Mercy Medical Center in Des Moines,
where he is a consultant for the hospitalist program and rounds with the internal
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medicine teaching team. He also
precepts pharmacy students and
Mercy’s pharmacy residents. The IPA’s
award recognizes a health-system
pharmacist who demonstrates service to
the pharmacy profession, specifically
hospital pharmacy; contributions to
pharmacy programs; cooperation with
the entire health care team; and service
to the community.
Health-System Pharmacist
of the Year, Vol. 2
Professor of Pharmacy Practice Geoff
Wall was named the 2016 Next-Generation Pharmacist Health-System
Pharmacist of the Year! This award
recognizes a pharmacist who works in a
health-system setting, such as a hospital,
long-term care facility, home care, or a
health maintenance organization, and
has demonstrated improvements in the
coordination of care.
New APhA Academy Member
Assistant Professor of Pharmacy Practice
Wendy Mobley-Bukstein has been
elected to the American Pharmacists
Association (APhA) Academy of
Pharmacy Practice and Management
(APPM). Officers will be installed next
March.
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I have been busy during my first few
months as dean, working with our
administration, faculty, and staff to
shape the future of the Law School. In
the ever-changing world of legal
education, we are focused on several
exciting initiatives, including a new
Masters of Jurisprudence in the area of
compliance and risk management.
We are continuously working to
attract the best and brightest students
from around the country, and we
welcomed an outstanding class of
students to the Law School this fall. This
success is due in part to our reputation
for providing an excellent legal education
with an emphasis on practical training.
I’m excited to lead this great
institution that is built on tradition,
quality education, and producing
successful legal professionals. I welcome
ideas from alumni on how to make us
better, and I rely on your support to
make our goals a reality. I can’t wait to
see what we achieve together.
New IPLC Director
We are pleased to announce our 2016
Shontavia Johnson, professor of law and
the Kern Family Chair in Intellectual
Property Law, took over as director of the
Drake Intellectual Property Law Center
on July 1. She succeeds Ed Sease, lw’67,
who served as interim director for the
past year.
Johnson brings to the center her
expertise in intellectual property,
entertainment law, and entrepreneurship,
as well as a renewed focus on agriculture,
biotechnology, and entrepreneurship. She
has published numerous articles and blog
posts, and was named one of the
inaugural Top 40 Young Lawyers by the
American Bar Association and one of 40
Lawyers Under 40 by the National Bar
Association and IMPACT.
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Food Law Summit
Drake Law School will host the 2016 Food
Law Student Leadership Summit Sept.
30–Oct. 2, bringing together about 100
students from law schools around the
country to hear from leading academics
and experts, tour local farms and farmers
markets, and work to develop creative
solutions to today’s most pressing policy
challenges.
This is a unique opportunity to
showcase Drake’s Agricultural Law
Center and be part of the national discussion on the important topics of food law
and policy. The center is co-sponsoring
the event along with Harvard Law
School’s Food Law and Policy Clinic and
the Food Law Student Network Leadership Committee.
International Exchange
Students from the Southwest University
of Political Science and Law (SWUPL) in
Chongqing, China, are visiting Drake
Sept. 4–Oct. 1. The students are staying
in campus dorms and attending courses
at the Law School. The program includes
excursions to the Iowa State Capitol, Polk
County Courthouse, World Food Prize
Hall of Laureates, and more.
Drake and SWUPL have a long-standing relationship, with students from both
universities participating in exchange
programs. This group of 28 is largest ever
to visit Drake.
Employment Among Top in Nation
According to data recently compiled by
Drake Law School’s Career Development
Office, 92.3 percent (well above the
national average of 84.6 percent) of the
Class of 2015 was employed 10 months
after graduation, ranking Drake Law
School 36th out of 204 law schools
nationwide. In addition, 86.3 percent of
Drake Law graduates reported being in
jobs that require bar passage or prefer a

J.D. degree—placing Drake in the top 30
law schools in the country.
Lecture: Constitutional
Decisionmakinge
The Drake Constitutional Law Center will
host Reva Siegel, the Nicholas deB.
Katzenbach Professor of Law at Yale Law
School, as part of the center’s Constitutional Law Lecture Series on Oct. 27 in
Cartwright Hall, Room 213.
Siegel’s writing draws on legal history
to explore questions of law and inequality, and to analyze how courts interact
with representative government and
popular movements in interpreting the
Constitution. Her books include
Processes of Constitutional Decisionmaking, Before Roe v. Wade: Voices That
Shaped the Abortion Debate Before the
Supreme Court’s Ruling, and The
Constitution in 2020.
CLEO Pre-law Summer Institute
Drake Law School was busy this past
summer as host of the 2016 Council on
Legal Education Opportunity, Inc. (CLEO)
Pre-law Summer Institute. The institute,
which was held June 5–July 2, prepares
students from minority or disadvantaged
groups for the law school experience.
More than 300 students apply each
year for 40 spots in the institute.
Students participated in simulated law
school classes taught by Drake Law
professors and learned how to read and
brief court opinions, prepare for law
school exams, manage stress, and more.
The institute concluded with a graduation reception on campus, where The
Hon. Odell McGhee, lw’77, gave remarks
to the students.
In addition, Drake was one of four
partner law schools to participate in a
pilot program called CLEO Legally
Inspired Cohort (CLIC), which aims to
increase access to law school for

School of
Education
minority students. As part of the
program, Drake enrolled several law
students this fall who successfully
completed the CLEO Pre-Law Summer
Institute as well as a CLIC seminar.
2016–17 CLE Events
Don’t miss Drake Law School’s exciting
2016–17 Continuing Legal Education
program. The Drake General Practice
Review is Dec. 8–9, 2016, at the Iowa
Events Center. The Drake Real Estate
Transactions CLE is March 24, 2017, at
the Neal & Bea Smith Law Center.

(Top) Shontavia Johnson, professor of law and
the Kern Family Chair in Intellectual Property
Law, took over as director of the Drake
Intellectual Property Law Center on July 1.
(Bottom) Students tour the Polk County
Courthouse during the CLEO Pre-law Summer
Institute hosted at Drake Law School.

Jan McMahill, Dean
www.drake.edu/soe

The best educators understand that, in
order to excel, students must do more
than master the curriculum. They must
learn about themselves. They must
develop both responsibility and
resilience. And they must expect
success. That’s the powerful message in
a textbook recently co-authored by our
own Wade Leuwerke, associate
professor of education. Connections:
Empowering College and Career Success
fueled the content of a unique six-day
campus workshop in August, with both
Drake and Des Moines Public Schools
students leading explorations of
strengths and weaknesses, the skills and
habits needed to be successful in
advanced placement courses, and the
unique challenges that students of color
face when preparing for college.
The event included retired Vice
Provost for Student Affairs and Academic Excellence Wanda Everage, who many
of you may remember from your own
time at Drake. She was an Iowa teacher,
a high school administrator, and
eventually a powerful force serving the
University for 24 years. Her tireless
advocacy for students from under-represented populations is honored in the
name of what we hope will be an annual
event: The Wanda Everage Academic
Success Symposium.
Doctoral Program Expands
The SOE doctoral program now includes
an Ed.D. and a Ph.D. option. To date, over
60 students are enrolled in various
phases of the program that is designed
for advanced degree work for those
leading schools, businesses, healthcare
organizations, or government agencies.
Several SOE doctoral students attended
and presented posters and roundtables
at the Iowa Education Research and
Evaluation Association Conference last
December—two of them winning awards.

Anne Franklin presented “An Analysis of
Parental Experiences in Interpreting
Standards-Based Grades.” Erin Lain,
assistant dean in Drake’s Law School and
the very first student to receive a Ph.D.
from the SOE, presented “A Phenomenological Case Study: The Law School
Environment as Experienced by Academically Dismissed Black and Latina/o Law
Students.”
Metro Models
Over the last two years, the SOE has
formed partnerships with regional
schools to deliver master’s degrees and
additional content endorsements for
teachers and prospective school
administrators. Professor of Education Jill
Johnson coordinates our off-campus
degree programs currently offered to
elementary and secondary teachers in
Ankeny, West Des Moines, Johnston,
Waukee, and Des Moines. Associate
Professor of Education Thomas Buckmiller arranges partnerships for elementary
and secondary school principals and has
a “metro model” that started in Alleman,
Ankeny, and Johnston and now enrolls
students in Waukee.
While admission standards, credit-hour requirements, faculty qualifications, and content standards remain the
same, the partnerships enable effective
customization:
• Classes are designed with local
school input.
• Cohort groups enroll using a schedule
set by Drake in conjunction with
partners.
• Classes are held in the respective
school district.
• Faculty from the partners often guest
lecture, team teach, and add
additional expertise to the program.
Toward Urban Success
Drake has been awarded a three-year
contract to provide a 32-credit-hour
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master’s degree to cohort groups of
teachers in Des Moines Public Schools.
One of the firsts of its kind in the nation,
this project enables teachers new to the
school district to commit to working in
the district for eight years, join a
professional learning community, and in
the last phase receive a master’s degree
at the district’s expense. The first cohort
of 80 students started their degree work
last spring, and in January 2017, 80 more
will begin. This reshaped degree focuses
on cultural competence and strategies to
build success in urban settings where the
number of non-English speaking students
continues to grow.
Elementary Math & Science
Assistant Professor of Science Education
Jerrid Kruse and Assistant Professor of
Mathematics and Technology Education
Tonia Land were awarded a $525,000
grant through the Improving Teacher
Quality State Grant Program. This
three-year project—entitled Developing
Content, Pedagogy, and Mentorship
Capacity for Improving Elementary Math
and Science—will deliver year-long
professional development opportunities
to increase the content knowledge of
mathematics and science that elementary teachers can then translate into
improved teaching in their classrooms.
Partners include Grandview University
and Des Moines Public Schools. The
Math Science Partnership grant is funded
by NCLB Title IIA funds.
New faculty
The School of Education welcomes three
new faculty members:
Jennifer Thoma, assistant professor of
literacy and early childhood education,
was previously an instructional coach in
Ankeny. She graduated with a B.A. in psychology from Wartburg College and
obtained her teaching degree from the
University of Northern Iowa. Thoma is in
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the final stages of her doctoral program
at Iowa State.
Thomas Davis, assistant professor of
teacher education, received his B.A. in
elementary education from Luther
College, obtained both his M.A. in
developmental reading and his Ph.D. in
elementary education from the University of Iowa. He has been an adjunct
professor in the SOE since 2014, and for
the last two years has directed a research
project to study new aspects of student
teaching in Iowa.
Jesse Wilcox, assistant professor of
teacher education and graduate studies,
received his B.S. in biology, M.A.T in
science education, and Ph.D. in curriculum and instruction from Iowa State
University. He is currently the director for
the Association for Inquiry Science
Teaching and the director-elect of the
North Central Association for Science
Teacher Education.
New Digs
More than 150 faculty, staff, students,
and supporters were present to witness
the groundbreaking for Collier-Scripps
Hall, soon to be SOE’s new home.
Construction is on schedule, with a target
completion in fall 2017. James Collier and
Ric and Debbie Scripps are the generous
benefactors whose lead-level gifts helped
fuel a project that was supported by
more than 200 donations. Watch for
news of an upcoming open house
celebration.

Kathleen Richardson, Dean
www.drake.edu/sjmc

When I moved out of Morehouse in 1976,
I never anticipated that 40 years later I’d
end up schlepping my stuff into a Drake
residence hall again! But under the
category of “SJMC Dean: Other Duties
as Assigned,” this summer I helped
chaperone the 40 high school students
who attended our inaugural Media Now
Drake summer camp. The event was the
brainchild of Associate Professor Chris
Snider and Associate Dean Kelly Bruhn.
The students and advisers traveled from
as far away as California and Massachusetts for the three-day camp, which
featured field trips around Des Moines
and classes in photography, design,
writing, leadership, and multimedia,
taught by some of the best high school
journalism teachers and media professionals in the nation. As usual, Drake
faculty, staff, and student counselors
made the event a resounding success! If
you know any budding media professionals, have them reserve July 9–12, 2017, for
Media Now Drake II! (Or email Chris.
Snider@drake.edu to be added to the
contact list.)
Madam President
Senior Thalia Anguiano, public relations,
was elected Drake student body
president for 2016–2017, the first Latina
to hold the position.
Wow.
Drake students had another strong
showing in the summer’s Association for
Education in Journalism and Mass
Communication (AEJMC) magazine
contest. Drake Magazine, edited by
senior Melissa Studach, won first place
for general excellence, as well as first
place in design under art director
Susanna Hayward, jo’16. The judge
commented, “I’m gobsmacked by how
great this entry is—every bit the equal of

many professional city magazines…I
mean seriously: Wow. Are you sure you
all aren’t professionals?”
More Magazine Mentions
The Annual, with editor-in-chief Emily
Gregor, jo’16, won first place for editorial,
and Drake Magazine won second place.
The senior capstone website, Urban
Plains, won honorable mention for online
magazine. In addition, Colton Warren,
jo’16, and Cole Norum, jo’16, won writing
awards, and junior Katie Bandurski won
an award for her magazine prototype.
Urban Plains was named Best of Show
in the Broadcast Education Association
Festival of Media Arts last spring. The
website also won three awards at the
regional Society of Professional Journalists Mark of Excellence contest: best
online publication, best use of multimedia, and best online in-depth reporting. It
also won a bronze Telly and eight Iowa
College Media Association awards,
including best online edition.
Accolades Keep Coming
Professor Lee Jolliffe served as the first
Drake Magazine and The Times-Delphic
also won awards in the Associated
Collegiate Press and Iowa College Media
Association contests for writing,
photography, design, social, and
multimedia.
Three Drake students took home
awards in the local American Advertising
Awards contest earlier this year:
Marketing major Vicki Chai, bs’16, won a
gold award, and advertising students
Paityn Langley, jo’16, and Kelsey Rooney,
jo’16, won silver awards.
PR students and alumni [their
names?] won awards [specific?] at the
PRSA of Central Iowa conference
[when?].
Two News-Internet students landed
highly competitive Dow Jones News Fund
internships for the summer. Seniors Tim

Webber interned at The Kansas City
Star and Sarah LeBlanc at The
Philadelphia Inquirer. About 85
students were selected from more
than 700 graduate and undergraduate applicants nationwide.
Faculty Accomplishments
Professor Lee Jolliffe served as the
first guest editor of Journalism
History last spring. Jolliffe has
conducted extensive research into
media coverage of slavery and
escaped slaves.
Professor Jeff Inman was featured
in an article on MediaShift, which
bills itself as the “premier destination
for insight and analysis at the
intersection of media and technology.” The article, “Teaching Magazine
Students More Than Magazines,”
examined the changing nature of
magazine journalism education and
the challenges facing teachers
attempting to replicate in the
classroom the breakneck pace of
online journalism.
Catherine M. Staub, the
Fisher-Stelter chair of magazine
journalism, was chosen to judge
the prestigious American Society
of Magazine Editors national
magazine awards.
SJMC multimedia professor Chris
Snider teamed up with entrepreneurship professor Tom Swartwood from
Drake’s College of Business and
Public Administration to open a
“maker space” to encourage student
creativity in Meredith Hall. The duo
hosted a series of pop-up maker
spaces around campus last year, in
which dozens of students experimented with creating videos,
podcasts, photographs, Lego
sculptures, and artwork.

Scholarship Honoring Lytle
Approximately 75 SJMC graduates and
current and former faculty members
gathered in Meredith Hall on the
Saturday evening of Drake Relays in April
for the annual alumni reception. This
year, electronic media alumus Bob Gillies,
jo’89, announced the creation of the John
Lytle Endowed Scholarship, honoring the
Levitt distinguished professor of
broadcast news. Gillies said he was
inspired to create the scholarship
because of the values Lytle imparted to
his students: excellence, hard work, and
upstanding character. To contribute to
the scholarship, contact major gift officer
Doug Lampe at Doug.Lampe@drake.edu.
Mark Your Calendars!
The 2017 SJMC Reunion is scheduled for
the evening of Saturday, April 29.
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