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Our New Normal
Like many of you, these last few weeks have
been challenging to navigate for our team. We
have experienced a range of emotions
including confusion, disbelief, and
disappointment. Thankfully we have been able
to reflect on these emotions and take the time
to ask ourselves what really matters. For us,
what has always mattered is staying connected
with things bigger than ourselves.
Our Office is committed to supporting our
community during this time. To do this, we will continue with our monthly newsletters and regular
social media content. We want to focus on positive opportunities that we have to help those
around us. Our Service Learning Ambassadors, Engaged Citizen Corps members, and office
staff are all working together to create informative content for all of you!

Covid-19 Volunteer Opportunities
Virtual Food Drives
Donate to Drake's virtual food drive supporting Des Moines Area Religious and their 14 area food
pantries. Because DMARC can buy in bulk, a donation of just one dollar yields greater
purchasing power than an individual at a grocery store.
Donate to the College of Pharmacy & Health Sciences' virtual fundraiser for the Food Bank of
Iowa.
“Dear Neighbor”
Grab your favorite pen and a quarantine friend to get ready to spread some positivity. We
encourage you to write letters to the residents at Ramsey Village in the Drake Neighborhood, or
your local nursing home, where no visitors are allowed. Start your letter with "Dear Neighbor" and
write about what college life is like in the middle of a pandemic. Google the address of your local
nursing home.
Other ideas include donating blood, picking up litter, attending virtual city council meetings, and
more. Read more on our website, www.drake.edu/volunteer.

Engaged Citizen Corps Blogs
We will be highlighting the members of our Engaged Citizen Corps on our blog until
the end of the year. These students are currently enrolled in the Campus Compact
AmeriCorps Program, where they serve weekly service-learning hours with a local
non-profit, all the while making connections between their community experiences
and academic pursuits. Click below to read how these amazing students are serving
our community and growing both personally and professionally in the process.

Read More

#GriffServes
You can drop off canned goods and toiletries to one of
the Drake Neighborhood's Little Free Pantries, or a little
library or little pantry in your own community. If Griff can
do it without opposable thumbs, you can too!
The pantries live by the motto "take what you need,
leave what you can" and are available to anyone in the
community.

Global Citizen Forum Workshop
Earlier this month, we hosted an event in conjunction with the University’s 2020
Global Citizen Forum. The student workshop focused on creating equitable and
inclusive service using the Design Thinking process. More than 50 students were in
attendance and Lisa Rossi was the head facilitator. We hope to host the programs
created by (and for) students in the future.

Celebrating AmeriCorps Week
During AmeriCorps Week, March 8-14, we had the chance to highlight Drake's
AmeriCorps members. Griff even stopped by our office to give a special thank you
to Jazlin Coley, our year-long AmeriCorps member working as the Service
Coordinator for Equity and Inclusion. Mayor Frank Cownie was also able to shadow
AmeriCorps member/Engaged Citizen Corps member Parfait Ouedraogo at Des
Moines Area Religious Council (DMARC) in honor of AmeriCorps Week. Our 11
Engaged Citizen Corps members are enrolled in the national service AmeriCorps
program, where they dedicate time out of their lives to engage with the community
and learn strategies for social change. Insterested in learning more about
AmeriCorps? Visit www.nationalservice.gov.

Office Updates
The Office of Community Engaged Learning & Service has moved to telecommuting
until further notice. Click here to find our contact information.
Make sure to follow us on social media, @drakeservice. Our Service Learning
Ambassadors have a few treats in store! Click the icons below to be directed to the
sites. While you are at it, don’t forget to use our office hashtag #DrakeServes!
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