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Thank You!
As we near Thanksgiving break, the Office of Community Engaged Learning would like to
thank those in the Drake community who have worked to make our community a stronger
and more equitable place to live; whether through a volunteer project, service-learning
class, voting, donating to a cause, or engaging in a dialogue on an important topic, thank
you for being a part of this work! There's still lots of work to be done, so check out some
opportunities below!

Hunger and Homelessness
Awareness & Action Week
Hunger and Homelessness Awareness and Action Week
is Nov. 13-21, 2021. There are a number of ways to
participate at Drake next week.
Nov. 15, 3:30-4:45pm, Pom Stage, Hunger and
Homelessness Week Kick-Off event and DMARC
Hunger Simulation. Join Next Course Food Recovery
and DMARC (Des Moines Area Religious Council) in a
hunger simulation, which is an immersive, interactive
experience for you to learn what it's like to live with food insecurity. All students are invited to
participate. Feel free to bring canned foods or personal hygiene items to be donated to local
pantries. Register here.
Nov. 16, 2-4pm, Olmsted Breezeway, Letters to Legislators. Learn about different bills
impacting hunger and homelessness in Iowa, and receive materials on how to find and reach
out to your legislators. Contact DJ.henson@drake.edu.
Nov. 18, Craft and Learn, 6:30-8pm, Meredith 228. Join the Community Action Board to
learn about different organizations working to address hunger and homelessness in Des
Moines, while creating cards and goodies for the residents of YMCA Supportive Housing, and
decorating goods for the Little Free Pantries to brighten people's day. This is a drop-in event,
stay for as long as you can. Contact hannah.skarstad@drake.edu.
All week - Canned Food Drive -drop off donations of canned goods and personal hygiene
items to the Office of Community Engaged Learning in the lower level of Cowles Library,
outside of the C-store, or bring to one of the events. Volunteer with Next Course Food
Recovery by picking up leftover, untouched food from the dining hall and delivering to a local
non-profit organization. Quick, easy and impactful volunteer opportunity that not only saves
waste from going to the landfill, but puts food into the hands of those who want it. Contact
dj.henson@drake.edu for more information.

Careers in Social
Change Panel on
Philanthropy
The final Careers in Social Change Panel of the
semester will take place Nov. 30 from 4-5pm on
Zoom, on the topic of Philanthropy. Hear from
Brianne Fitzgerald of the Alzheimer's Association,
Iowa Chapter; Nancy Strutzenberg, Director of
Philanthropy - Refugee & Immigrant Services, LSI;
and John Amato, Director of Development and
Planning Giving at Drake.
You can also watch past Careers in Social Change
panel recordings here. If you missed the one on
Social Entrepreneurship and Corporate Social
Responsibility, you'll definitely want to check it out!

Register

National Native American Heritage Month
November is National Native American Heritage Month, where we celebrate the rich and diverse
cultures, traditions, and histories of Native people and the many contributions Native people
have made to our homes, lands, and nation. Native American Heritage Day is Nov. 26, and we
encourage you to observe this day and month with appropriate programs and activities to
learn,educate, and celebrate.
Here are some ways you can celebrate and honor this month:
Learn about the Native tribes in our area at https://native-land.ca/
Visit a Native American Museum or Cultural Center
Read books written by Native Americans, Alaska Natives, or Native Hawaiians
Connect with the Land - go on a walk, run, jog, and intentionally acknowledge and connect
with the land

Nominations Accepted for
Newman Civic Fellows
The Newman Civic Fellowship is a national award that recognizes and supports communitycommitted students who are changemakers and problem-solvers. Through the fellowship,
Campus Compact provides students with training and resources that nurture their assets
and passions and help them develop strategies for social change.
Nominees must be enrolled at Drake for the spring semester 2022, and the 2022-2023
academic year. To nominate a student, complete a brief nomination form by Jan. 6.
Contact Amanda Martin, Assistant Director of Community Engaged Learning, at
amanda.martin@drake.edu.

Civil Dialogue over the
Dinner Table
Do political disagreements bring stress to holiday
get-togethers with your family? Civic Engagement
Peer Mel Sadecki shares some tips:
Go into the conversation with an open mind, after
all, conversations about politics are important to
our democracy
Consider the purpose of the discussion: are you there to learn, are you there to
change someone's mind?
If things get too heated, don't be afraid to excuse yourself and gather your
thoughts before returning
Tune into the CEL instagram (@drakeservice) on November 22nd for more ideas!
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