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Happy September!
Read below for information on upcoming and ongoing volunteer opportunities, funding opportunities to
support service projects, and more.
#DrakeFoundersDay: Pay attention to our social media sites this Friday for a fun scavenger hunt
opportunity! Links to social media sites can be found at the bottom of the newsletter.

Hurricane Dorian Relief - How to Help Responsibly
The recent hurricane has left more than 76,000 people homeless and in need of shelter, food,
medical and sanitary supplies. Life in paradise as we know it, will never be the same. The
Bahamian people are fighting for survival and you may be asking, "How can I help?"
Donating Cash is Best
In the early stages of the response phase, most organizations are unable to accommodate any
material goods. Unsolicited donations create a challenge of storage and sorting when focus is
needed on response and recovery. Cash offers voluntary agencies the most flexibility in obtaining
the most-needed resources, food, water, medicine, and equipment, from secure and familiar
supply chains. Check out this Donate Responsibly Campaign video for more reasons!
Here are a few donation efforts we are aware of:
Iowans for the Bahamas
Michael Cooper, '21, current Drake student and Bahamian native, has connected with
students at the University of Iowa and Iowa State University who have set up a
GoFundMe.
Grand Bahama Disaster Relief Fund
Set up by The Grand Bahama Port Authority and funds will be managed by the non-profit
Coastal Community Foundation of South Carolina with donations tax deductible in the US.
Volunteer Locally
Meals From the Heartland has a goal of packing and shipping 285,120 meals and raising $50,000
to fund the meals. Sign up to volunteer here!
Educate Yourself & Others
Read up on the latest news and follow along on social media. Here are a few suggestions:
Trending Hashtags:
#BahamasStrong
#IowafortheBahamas
#BentnotBroken
Following the Aftermath:
CBS News Article: The Future of Hurricane Dorian Survivors remains Unknown
Yahoo News: It's hell everywhere: Collecting Dorian's Dead in Ravaged Bahamas
Time Article: The Bahamas After Hurricane Dorian
Washington Post: A father put his son on a roof to protect him from Dorian’s surge. The 5year-old was swept away
Hurricane Dorian Science:
The Guardian: Everything is Destroyed
Wired: Why Hurricane Dorian Defied Forecasts and Sank the Bahamas
Missing People Search: https://dorianpeoplesearch.com

Volunteer Opportunities
Everybody Wins! Iowa Power Read
Program
Volunteer to read to a child in an elementary
school within walking distance of campus!
Monroe Elementary School - 30-minute shifts Thursdays from 11:10am to 12pm
King Elementary School - 30-minute shifts Fridays from 10:30 to 11:30am
Learn more at https://everybodywinsiowa.org/

Next Course Food Recovery
Did you know that 40% of food
goes wasted or uneaten in the U.S.
each year? Next Course Food
Recovery and Drake volunteers
recover leftover/untouched food
from Hubbell Dining to prevent it
from going into the landfill and
deliver it to local non-profits.
Volunteer to pick up and deliver the
food - it's quick and easy! Reach
out
to nextcoursefrn@gmail.com for more information.

Burt Boys and Girls Club
It's hard to miss the new Boys and Girls Club
on campus, and we couldn't be more excited to
have the members at Drake.
Be a strong role model in the life of a local
youth by volunteering at the organization at
least 1 hour a week for at least 1 semester.

Volunteer at Boys & Girls Club
Reggie's Sleepout
Calling all Drake students - join us at Reggie's Sleepout Nov. 2 at the Drake Stadium
to raise awareness and funds for youth homelessness. The event is put on by Iowa
Homeless Youth Centers, who serves more than 650 homeless or at-risk youth
annually. Sign up to participate or volunteer today!

Service-Learning Mini-Grants
If you have a great idea to help address an issue in our local community and need a
little funding to get you started, checking out mini-grant opportunities from Drake's
Office of Community Engaged Learning. Learn more here!

Sign up for a Poverty Simulation
Put yourselves in the shoes of a low-income individual in our community trying to
survive the day-to-day and gain empathy by participating in a poverty simulation put
on by Central Iowa Works and the United Way of Central. Participants are assigned
roles of different families facing poverty with the goal of providing basic necessities
over the course of a typical month (shortened to one hour for simulation purposes).
The simulation will take place Oct. 18 at 1 PM at the United Way building.

Register Here

Attend the Iowa Hunger Summit for Free
Sticking around for Fall Break? You are invited to attend the Iowa Hunger Summit on
Oct. 14 for FREE. The event features speakers and special panel sessions with
leaders and experts in confronting hunger, poverty and malnutrition, both at home
and abroad. Are you looking for something to do in the Des Moines area over fall
break? Volunteers are also needed for the event Oct. Email
volunteers@worldfoodprize.org to learn more.

Register Today

Iowa Civic Action Academy call for proposals
Interested in proposing and leading a workshop surrounding
topics of community engagement, service learning, and social justice, to a group of your
peers? The deadline to propose a workshop idea for the Iowa Civic Action Academy on
Nov. 8-9 is Sept. 20. Don't hesitate on this great opportunity and resume-builder! Apply
here.

These students work in the Office of Community Engaged Learning and
are here to help get you connected to the community in meaningful ways.

Reach Out

"Life's most persistent and urgent question is: What are you doing for others?"
-Martin Luther King, Jr.
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