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Falling into Drake Service
With the fall months approaching, it is the perfect time to start becoming engaged in your
Drake and Des Moines communities! Throughout this newsletter, you'll find new ways to
get involved, to pursue your service-related interests, and to make an impact!

Upcoming Events:
If you are looking for a fun way to get involved on- or off- campus, try one of these upcoming
events!

National Voter Registration Day,
Sept. 28. It's important to vote in local
elections! Iowa residents who are not yet
registered to vote can register here. Nonresidents who want to vote in Iowa, stop by
the Student Life Center in Olmsted and fill
out a paper copy. Non-residents who want
to vote in your home state, check your
Secretary of State's website. Learn more.
Polk County Master Gardeners
Workshop, Sept. 29, 5:30-7pm at the
Sprout Garden. Hear from Sophia Siegel,
campus sustainability coordinator, on the
new Sprout Garden compost initiatives,
and Jeff Reiland, owner of Abundant
Designs and landscaper of the Sprout food
forest.
Next Course and Little Free Pantry Survival Guide, Thursday, Sept. 30, 6-7pm
in Olmsted's Drake Room. Learn more about Next Course Food Recovery and the Little
Free Pantries around the Drake Neighborhood, and how you, your student organization or
department can get involved. The event will discuss food insecurity and analyze how it
impacts communities in many aspects. Tips for volunteering will also be addressed.
If you or your student organization is interested in adopting a Little Free Pantry, please
attend this session or reach out to stacia.humphrey@drake.edu.
Paul Morrison Spruce-Up Event, Oct. 2, 10am-12pm. Meet in the parking lot of the
Harkin Institute. All materials will be provided, Griff II will be in attendance, and each
participant will get a snack. Register here.
Polk County Master Gardeners Workshop, Oct. 9, 9:30-11am in the Sprout
Garden. Hear from Sophia Siegel, campus sustainability coordinator on the new Sprout
Garden compost initiatives, and Jennifer Mitchell, owner and writer at Iowa Backyard
Farmer.
College Leadership Summit, Nov. 5. This free, one-day virtual summit, hosted by the
Illinois Holocaust Museum, is to engage college students in critical reflection on the topics of
social justice, human rights, and inclusion. Throughout the day, students will reflect on their
responsibilities as citizen and discuss how they can create a positive environment in their
communities. Students will leave with tools to be a leader and advocate for social justice
issues that are important to them. Register at http://ihm.ec/college-leadership-summit or
contact Jessica Hulten at Jessica.Hulten@ilhmec.org
Volunteer Opportunities - volunteer opportunities are constantly being updated at
www.drake.edu/volunteer. Be a book buddy, help with special events, or even tutor from the
comfort of your room. Whether you need too fulfill volunteer hours or are just looking for a
way to get involved in the community, build skills, or meet other students, there is an
opportunity for you.

Find more opportunities here!

Join for this month's Careers in Social Change Panel on the topic of
Policy and Governance. Confirmed panelists include James Wypych of
VoteSmart and Dwana Bradley, a local school board official.

Are you ready to be a changemaker?
Are you a first-year student interested in making a difference in the world? Consider a
first-year J-term experience with us at Easter Seals Iowa, Jan. 19-22.
During this camp-like experience, you'll learn about how local organizations utilize various
strategies to create change, participate in on-site service, and meet other student interested in
service! You don't want to miss this great opportunity!

Register

Volunteers Needed:
Next Course Food
Recovery
Next Course Food Recovery is looking for volunteers to
help out with food pick-up and transportation! Next
Course volunteers take untouched leftovers from Hubbell
Dining Hall and transport them to a nonprofit shelter or
pantry that is able to use that food, so there is less food waste and more access to nutritious food
in the community. Food recoveries only take around half an hour, and are a very simple way to
make a huge impact on our campus and in our community. Volunteer today!

Sign up here!

Mini Grants for Service
Projects Available:
Students, do you want to do a service project in the community
but need a little funding? Apply for a service-learning mini grant
from the Office of Community Engaged Learning and
Community Action Board.
Mini grants range from $25-$200 and can support costs such as project supplies, transportation, food
etc. Projects must meet a community-identified need. Applications are accepted on a rolling basis until
funds are depleted.

Learn More & Apply!

Hispanic Heritage Month is celebrated Sept. 15Oct. 15 to recognize the achievements and
contributions of Hispanic American champions
who have inspired others to achieve success.
Learn more. Check out this great local event!
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